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Mr.Chair,

1. I have the honour to speak on behalfof the Group of 77 and China on agenda item 135:
proposed programme budget for 2020; construction and property managementin relation to the
Progress on the replacementofoffice blocks A—J at the United Nations Office at Nairobi (UNON)
contained in document A/74/343.

2. The Group wishesto thank Mr. Chandramouli Ramanathan, Controller, Assistant Secretary
General for Programme Planning, Budget and Finance,for introducing the report ofthe Secretary-
General. Wealso thank Mr. Cihan Terzi, Chair of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions (ACABQ)forintroducing its related report.

3. The Group of 77 and China would like to express its appreciation to the Government of
Kenya as the host country of UNON,for its continued and unwavering support to the work of
UNONespecially the ongoing construction project. In addition to having made a very significant
donation of 140 acres of prime land, the Government of Kenya has over the years made major
investments within the Gigiri area where UNONis located.In addition, the host country agreement
providesforprivileges and immunities, including duty exemptions covering contracts, construction
materials and equipment, which will lead to minimized costs for the project. It is also encouraged
that the Secretary-General continues engaging with MemberStates to seek voluntary contributions
and other forms of

The Groupreiterates

a developing country
and the host to the only two United Nations programmes headquartered in Nairobi, namely the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the United Nations Human Settlement
Programme (UN-Habitat). UNONalso hosts the






